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.PPT 1 … 
It’s good to be here with you this morning.  I’ve missed teaching the past two weeks – but like what happens in your life, “life was happening to me and my family” and so I’m thankful for how God made a way for Sarah and Tim to share their hearts and His Word with us.  As 2nd Street’s lead pastor-teacher, it’s really my heart to be here with you on Sunday mornings, teaching God’s Word … and inviting you to get into it, and inviting it to get into you.

What I’m asking you to do is to take the risk of exploring the places God’s Word invites us to go … I’m asking you to risk becoming the people God’s Word invites you to become … because until we begin taking God’s WORD into our lives with consistency and passion, and until we begin taking on the character of Jesus Christ, we won’t ever be equipped to consistently live out the will of God.  So this morning, welcome back to The Gospel of John as we dig into JOHN 19:1-16.  We’re in this together, and we have a lot to learn, and begin living out.

Jesus Christ paid the price for your sin and my sin by His willingness to die on the cross … because it was in dying on the cross that the price for the sin of the world was paid, and a way was made for people to come back home into relationship and fellowship with God.  I taught on this a month ago and called it The Great Exchange.

.PPT 2-3 … 
· We give God our sin, and God gives us His holiness.

· We give God our brokenness and despair, and God gives us His wholeness and hope.

· We give God our weakness, and God gives us His strength.

· We give God our shame and God gives us His forgiveness.

· We give God our anxiety and fear, and God gives us His peace.

· We give God our death, and God gives us His life.

· We give God our darkness, and God gives us His light and a new beginning.

· We give God our dishonesty, and God gives us His truth.

I love how the Apostle Paul writes about The Great Exchange in his second letter to his friends living in the Greek town of Corinth because it’s his clearest and most succinct statement about the meaning of the The Great Exchange.

.PPT 4 … SECOND CORINTHIANS 5:21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

21 He [God the Father] made Him [Jesus Christ] who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. [emphasis added] 

This is the The Great Exchange … the profound reality that your sin and my sin was charged to Jesus Christ’s account, and that Jesus Christ’s righteousness was credited to our accounts.  Do you see it?

And as we move on into the 19th chapter of The Gospel of John, we find a man named Pontius Pilate hoping to satisfy the angry mob of Jewish Religious Leaders by having Jesus Christ beaten to within an inch of his life.

Pilate is a key figure in what happens in this part of Jesus’ life; so let me tell you a little bit about his life.  Rome had a governor in each of the regions of the world it controlled.  And the main thing on a Roman governor’s job description was to keep the peace.  Pontius Pilate was the fifth Roman governor of Judea, a position he held for 10 years, from A.D. 26–36.

.PPT 5 … JOHN 19:1 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Pilate then took Jesus and scourged Him. 

Scourging was often referred to as the “intermediate death” because it took a person so close to death.  Jewish law limited scourging to 40 lashes, but because it was the Romans who were in charge of Jesus Christ’s scourging, we don’t know how many times He was beaten.

In a scourging, the prisoner was led out to the front of the Praetorium, where the crowd was gathered, stripped to the waist, bent over, and their arms were tied around a four-foot high post.  The Roman whip used in a scourging was called a flagellum … like those cells you studied and drew pictures of in Middle School Biology.

Flagellum had a core nucleus or knot that a cluster of leather thongs came out of.  And tied onto the ends of these leather thongs were sharp little pieces of lead, and small jagged chunks of bone and metal that would grab into the flesh of the prisoner’s back, side, arms, and head when they made contact and were then pulled back.  It’s hard to imagine a more brutal method of torture than scourging.

If you’ve seen the movie “The Passion Of The Christ” you know that scourging is inhumanely brutal.  In fact, history tells us that much of the time after a scourging, the cross wasn’t even needed, because the prisoner had already died.

There isn’t very much known about Pilate’s personal life.  But first-century Jewish historian Josephus tells us that Pilate was more than likely an Italian-born Roman citizen – from an upper middle-class family with the kind of influence necessary for the Roman Emperor, Tiberius Caesar to appoint him to this important post.

Pilate was married to Claudia Procula, and they lived in Caesarea … the headquarters of the Judean province that was about 40 miles NW from Jerusalem, on the Eastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea.  Pilate governed Judea, Samaria, and the area South as far as the Dead Sea to Gaza.  In this position Pilate had authority over the non-Roman citizens of the area, but he himself was under the command of the Roman governor who lived in Syria to the North … a man by the name of Vitellius.

Josephus tells us that Pilate was never popular with the Jews because he wasn’t all that interested in tolerating their religious convictions (even though he knew that he had to), and because he stubbornly pursued his own policies and regulations that had a lot of not-so-good, day-to-day, real-life ramifications for the Jews.

Pilate had a lot of bark, but not much bite, and he usually backed down quickly when the Jews got angry and stood up against his plans.  But once in a while he got his way, even when it required standing up to the Jewish Religious Leaders.  For instance, one time Pilate confiscated money from the Temple treasury to build an aqueduct to bring water to Jerusalem.  And while the Jews understood that they needed the water, they didn’t appreciate Pilate’s “Bernie Madoff-style accounting methods” and reacted violently to what they saw as nothing more than robbery.  But instead of backing down, Pilate’s soldiers killed many of the Jewish complainers, including some priests.

The later years of Pilate’s life are shrouded in mystery.  Josephus writes about a bloody encounter with the Samaritans, who filed a complaint about him with Vitellius.  After going over the charges, Vitellius ordered Pilate to stand trial before the Emperor to answer for his conduct.  And second century Christian historian and theologian, Eusebius tells us that after standing trial in Rome, Pilate was exiled by the Emperor to the city of Vienne on the Rhone in Gaul (modern-day France) where he eventually committed suicide.


.PPT 6 …
It’s been said that people are a lot like teabags — you never really know what their true flavor is until they get into hot water.  Well here in JOHN 19 Pontius Pilate was in a political boiling pot, and he was determined to keep the peace at any price — even if it meant ignoring his own conscience.
In LUKE 23:4 Pilate comes right out and says to the Jewish Chief Priests, “I find no basis for an accusation against this man.”  And in MATTHEW 27:15-26 Matthew gives us a longer version of the interchange between Pilate and Jesus than what John gives us here – including a conversation Pilate had with his wife in MATTHEW 27:19, who, based on a dream she had about Jesus’ innocence, begged her husband to “not have anything to do with the persecution of this righteous man.”

And then in MATTHEW 27:24, just to make sure everybody clearly understood that it was against his better judgment to have Jesus sentenced to death, Pilate went to a basin filled with water, symbolically washed his hands, and said, “I am innocent of this man’s blood.”  Here’s what author and pastor Frederick Buechner wrote in his 1993 book Peculiar Treasures about Pilate’s decision …

.PPT 7 …
As the Roman governor, Pilate had the last word.  He could have saved Jesus if he wanted to.  … but Pilate didn’t save Jesus, and on that basis alone you can almost believe the sad old legend is true that again and again his body rises to the surface of a mountain lake and goes through the motion of washing its hands as he tries to cleanse himself not for something he’d done, for which God could forgive him, but of something he might have done but didn’t, for which he could never forgive himself.  – Frederick Buechner | Peculiar Treasures (1993)
Have you ever done something that you were just sure nobody, not even God could forgive you for?  I know that I have.  But even that sin, when I surrendered it to God through confession, was forgiven, and I was given a new beginning.

.PPT 8 … JOHN 19:2-3 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

2 And the soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on His head, and put a purple robe on Him;

3 and they began to come up to Him and say, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and to give Him slaps in the face.

The most common time Romans used scourging was as a technique to get someone to confess to a crime.  And if the victim confessed during a scourging, their beating would be less severe, even though it would still oftentimes end in death.  But when Pilate had Jesus scourged, Jesus was sinless and guilty of nothing, so He didn’t have anything to confess. Here’s a prophecy about this found in ISAIAH 53:7 …

.PPT 9 … ISAIAH 53:7 (CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH VERSION)
7 [speaking prophetically in the future tense of the Messiah who would come into the world] He [the Messiah] was painfully abused, but He did not complain.  He was silent like a lamb being led to the butcher, as quiet as a sheep having its wool cut off. [emphasis added]

If you read through ISAIAH 53 and other Old Testament prophecies concerning the Messiah, it was clearly stated that He would be beaten and scourged.

.PPT 10 … ISAIAH 53:3-5 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
3 He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face, He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.

4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed.

Some followers of Jesus Christ have looked at ISAIAH 53 and said that Isaiah’s words about the healing that Jesus’ scourging and crucifixion would accomplish for us is limited to the spiritual healing that comes through confessed and forgiven sins.  And while Isaiah’s words clearly do deal with the issue of sins (transgressions and iniquities) and forgiveness, I believe they can also be used to describe actual, literal, physical healing.

Throughout God’s Word there’s a definite connection between some diseases and sin.  We all know that it’s not uncommon for a person's sickness to be related to their sin somehow.  But it’s also true that a person's sickness doesn’t have to be a result of THEIR sin.  Remember the story in JOHN 9 … about the man Jesus healed beside the pool of Bethsaida?  The Jewish Religious Leaders were convinced his paralysis was due to his sin, or the sin of his parents.  But Jesus said they were wrong.  And so we’ve got to be careful to not judge a person who is sick, since we usually don't have a clue about what’s really going on in the lives and the hearts of other people, right?

But there are other instances in The Gospels when Jesus healed a person physically by forgiving their sins … like the person with palsy in MATTHEW 9:2.  And in JAMES 5:14-16, James, Jesus’ half-brother, teaches us that there’s a clear link between healing and forgiveness of sins.  And I see an important FAITH LESSON for us here …

.PPT 11 … FAITH LESSON
Jesus began the process of our healing by paying for our sins on the cross.  When we confess our sins [our choices to live our lives apart from God] to God, our sins are always forgiven, even though when we pray for the physical sicknesses in our lives to be healed, they aren’t always healed.

So what does God want us to do when we’re physically sick?  It’s not complicated.

.PPT 12 …
         1. Ask God to expose or reveal any sin in our life to us.

         2. If God reveals any sin, we need to confess it to God, and receive

   His forgiveness.

         3. Ask other Christians to pray for us that we be healed of our sickness.

         4. Go see a doctor.

Usually we do this in reverse order don’t we?  We usually go see a doctor first, right?  And here’s what I find … that when we go to God first, and when we humbly ask Him for help and for healing, sometimes we’re surprised and blessed by His intervention and healing.  Like I’ve said to you many times … “pray generally and receive general answers.  Pray specifically and receive specific answers.”  So why in the world would we ever settle for praying generally?

But what if God doesn't heal me?  Well, then you must not have really confessed your sin, or you must lack faith, or something else …  NO WAY!  And yet seriously, this is what some Christian churches teach.  But here’s the truth:  If God doesn't heal you; you just hang onto God anyway.  This is what the life of dependent trust in God is all about.

I love what the Apostle Paul writes about this to the Christians from the Greek town of Corinth.  Paul wrote his second letter to the Corinthians Church around the fall of A.D. 56, while he was ministering for three years in the town of Ephesus.

.PPT 13-14 … SECOND CORINTHIANS 12:7-10 (THE MESSAGE)

… so I wouldn’t get a big head, I was given the gift of a handicap to keep me in constant touch with my limitations.  Satan’s angel did his best to get me down; what he in fact did was push me to my knees.  No danger then of walking around high and mighty!  At first I didn’t think of it as a gift, and begged God to remove it.  Three times I did that, and then he told me, “My grace is enough; it’s all you need.  My strength comes into its own in your weakness.”  Once I heard that, I was glad to let it happen.  I quit focusing on the handicap and began appreciating the gift.  It was a case of Christ’s strength moving in on my weakness.  Now I take limitations in stride, and with good cheer, these limitations that cut me down to size — abuse, accidents, opposition, bad breaks.  I just let Christ take over!  And so the weaker I get, the stronger I become.

By the time the Romans were done scourging Jesus, there was probably very little skin left on His back, only deeply torn muscles; exposing His bones and even some of His internal organs.  And after the scourging was done, Pilate repeated what he’d said earlier; “I find no guilt in Him.”

.PPT 15 … JOHN 19:4-6 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

4 Pilate came out again and said to them, “Behold, I am bringing Him out to you so that you may know that I find no guilt in Him.”

5 Jesus then came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe.  Pilate said to them, “Behold, the Man!”

6 So when the chief priests and the officers saw Him, they cried out saying, “Crucify, crucify!”  Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify Him, for I find no guilt in Him.”

And so after being beaten mercilessly by the flagellum, Jesus was brought back into the Praetorium.  I have a feeling Pilate is sure that when they see how He's been beaten to within an inch of His life, and when they see how disfigured He is, that they’ll back off and allow Jesus to live.  And yet the people clearly wanted Him dead.

And while Jesus stood there (probably barely able to stand), the soldiers mockingly threw a purple robe (the Imperial color) onto His torn up body.  And they jammed a twisted crown of thorns onto His head – which was probably made out of date palm branches, whose thorns grow up to 12-inches long.

The first time we hear about thorns in the Bible is all the way back in Genesis 3:17-19, where we read about the results that Adam and Eve’s choice to sin would have on every person in the world.  God told them that because of their choice to sin, the ground would be thorny and full of thistles, and that these thorns would make it hard for good food to be planted, take root, and grow up out of the ground.

So all the way back to the Garden of Eden, thorns symbolize the horrible results of sin.  And then 3,000 years later Jesus takes the thorniness of the sin of the world upon Himself … both physically as He took the sins of the world onto Himself while dying on the cross … and symbolically as the crown of thorns was pushed down onto His head.

It’s in REVELATION, the last book of the Bible … where we read a lot about crowns, especially in the teaching found in REVELATION 2:10 where the same John who wrote The Gospel of John tells us that God will give crowns of life to those who follow Him faithfully through times of persecution and suffering.  How ironic that you and me, because of our sins, gave Jesus the thorns for His crown … and yet Jesus Christ, because of His love for us, gives us crowns of life!  Oh, glory to Jesus Christ, the One who was, the One who is, and the One who is yet to come!
So the images Mel Gibson gave us in The Passion Of The Christ – as horrific as they were – probably don’t even begin to portray how brutal Jesus’ scourging actually was.  Sp do you see how the soldier’s actions stand in stark, ironic contrast to the reality that Jesus truly WAS the King? … King of the Jews, King of the Romans, King of the world, your King and my king?  Do you see it?

v. 5 … “Behold, the Man!” … I hear Pilate saying, “Look at this man!  What possible threat could He pose to the government, to the Jewish religious system, to you, or to me?  Are you crazy?”  But still, in v. 6, the Jewish Religious Leaders and the crowd cried out, “Crucify, crucify!”
.PPT 16 … JOHN 19:7-9 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by that law He ought to die because He made Himself out to be the Son of God.”

8 Therefore, when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid;

9 and he entered into the Praetorium again and said to Jesus, “Where are You from?”  But Jesus gave him no answer.

This is the first time Pilate heard about Jesus’ claim to be the Son of God, and now he's really afraid.  I can just picture Pilate pacing around, alternating between wringing his hands, and throwing up his hands … asking Jesus, “Where are You from?”  But as John tells us in v. 9, “Jesus gave him no answer.”

Do you see the lesson in quiet submission Jesus is giving us here?  What a beautiful pattern for us to follow when it comes to suffering and going through difficult times.  Have you ever thought about the fact that we usually just do more harm when we complain, or when we try so hard to get even, instead of just holding onto Jesus and walking with Him through the storm?  And most of the time, the people who are hurting us are more impacted by our quietness, than by our anger, our harsh words, or our desire for revenge.
ILLUSTRATION … General Robert E. Lee was asked what he thought of a fellow officer in the Confederate Army who’d made some very public, derogatory remarks about him.  After Lee rated him as being “Very satisfactory”, the questioner seemed perplexed.

“General Lee,” he said, nearly protesting, “I guess you haven’t heard what this man has been saying about you.”

“Oh, yes, I know what he’s saying about me,” answered Lee.  “But you asked me for my opinion of him, not for his opinion of me!”
And much of the time we should be more like Jesus, keep our mouths shut, and learn to trust God to work things out.  I love how PROVERBS 10:19 is paraphrased by Kenneth Taylor in THE LIVING BIBLE …

.PPT 17 … PROVERBS 10:19 (THE LIVING BIBLE)

19 Don’t talk too much.  You keep putting your foot in your mouth.  Be sensible and turn off the flow!

The question Pilate asks in v. 9 is the result of his growing fear that Jesus may in some way be connected to the supernatural world.  And when Jesus doesn't answer, Pilate gets more and more frustrated.  Pilate still didn’t understand where true power comes from.  He believed that he had it; but Jesus makes it plain in v. 11, that all authority comes from God.

.PPT 18 … JOHN 19:10-11 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

10 So Pilate said to Him, “You do not speak to me?  Do You not know that I have authority to release You, and I have authority to crucify You?”

11 Jesus answered, “You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above; for this reason he who delivered Me to you has the greater sin.”

In FIRST TIMOTHY 2:1-4; 2:8; ROMANS 12:21-12:2 the Apostle Paul writes to his young protégé Timothy (who, at that time was the pastor-teacher at the church Paul had established in Ephesus), that all authority is from God … and that when we lift up our hands in prayer, we’re symbolically surrendering the difficult situation we’re going through to God – whether it’s physical, emotional, spiritual, economic, relational, vocational – or any other kind of hard situation – we’re admitting that we’re powerless over what’s going on, and that all authority rests in the hands of God.  Here’s how the first three steps of Celebrate Recovery’s twelve steps put this …

.PPT 19 …  1). I can’t.     2). God can.   3). I’m going to let God.

Gang, All authority is from God.  He’s the King and we’re not.  No matter what Pilate’s job description or his title said, he wasn’t the one exception to this truth.  And your boss isn’t the one exception.  And President Obama isn’t the one exception.  And your spouse isn’t the one exception.  God is the final authority and our battles are always won, first in the spiritual realm through surrender and prayer, and not in the worldly realm of rebellions, gossip, or maneuvering.

.PPT 20 … JOHN 19:12-13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

12 As a result of this Pilate made efforts to release Him, but the Jews cried out saying, “If you release this Man, you are no friend of Caesar; everyone who makes himself out to be a king opposes Caesar.”

13 Therefore when Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus out, and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called The Pavement, but in Hebrew, Gabbatha.

Pilate’s fear that the Jews would take the situation to Caesar finally broke him … and he surrendered to their will.  Oh brothers and sisters, may you and I trust in God rather than fearing people or the circumstances of life – no matter how discouraging, painful, or hurtful they might be.  Here’s what William Erdmann wrote about Pilate in this chapter of his life in his commentary on The Gospel of John …

.PPT 21 …
“Pilate is simply a man who lacked character, who didn’t possess the courage of his convictions, who tried to compromise with wrong, and who disobeyed his conscience through fear of personal loss.”

– William Erdmann | The Gospel of John

I love how of King David’s son Solomon, wrote about this in PROVERBS 29:25 …

.PPT 22 … PROVERBS 29:25 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

25 Being afraid of people can get you into trouble, but if you trust the Lord, you will be safe.

.PPT 23 … JOHN 19:14-16 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

14 Now it was the day of preparation for the Passover; it was about the sixth hour.  And he said to the Jews, “Behold, your King!”

15 So they cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!”  Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?”  The chief priests answered, “We have no king but Caesar.”

16 So he then handed Him over to them to be crucified.

All four Gospels concur that the Last Supper was a Passover meal eaten on Thursday evening … which by Jewish calendaring, was the onset of Friday.  For centuries, on this exact day, the Jews had prepared the sacrificial lamb for Passover.  And that’s exactly what was happening on this day we’re looking at here in JOHN 19, as Jesus Christ, “the lamb of God who would take away the sin of the world” (JOHN 1:29) was being prepared and readied for the cross … to become the final sacrifice for the sins of the world – for your sin and for my sin.  Do you see it?

v. 15 … Behold your King …  - Pilate believes he’s being forced to crucify Jesus because of the threats of the Jews we read about in v. 12.  And so he intentionally mocks them.  And then we see Pilate gesturing to Jesus, a man beaten nearly to death, a man barely recognizable as a human being, and he says that only a man in this kind of a brutalized and weakened state is worthy of representing the Jews as their king.  And in response to what Pilate says, THE JEWISH RELIGIOUS LEADERS OPENLY acknowledge Caesar as their king.

And this was a flip-flop of epic proportions.  The Jews wanted a political Messiah to deliver them from Roman oppression.  But in rejecting, and then crucifying Jesus Christ, they’ve embraced Caesar and Rome.  And so whether Pilate meant it or not, the truth was that Jesus was their king!  And I see a final FAITH LESSON for us here this morning … and it comes to us in the form of several important questions …

.PPT 24 … FAITH LESSON
Who is your King?  Your career, your title, your goals, your reputation, or your money?  Our King is simply the person or the thing that we think about the most often, tend to the most carefully, and love the most deeply. 

It’s sad that this loyalty to Caesar over God comes from the mouths of the very Jews who should have been most in touch with God’s heart, and God’s love.  Judith Versed, in her book Love, Guilt, And The Meaning Of Love, writes about it this way …

.PPT 25 …
Infatuation is when you think that he’s as gorgeous as Robert Redford, as pure as Solzhenitsyn, as funny as Woody Allen, as athletic as Jimmy Connors, and as smart as Albert Einstein.

Love is when you realize that he’s as gorgeous as Woody Allen, as smart as Jimmy Connors, as funny as Solzhenitsyn, as athletic as Albert Einstein, and that he’s nothing like Robert Redford in any category.  But you’ll take him anyway.

Gang, Jesus Christ looked past what we looked like or didn’t look like, past what we’d accomplished or not accomplished, past what title we had or didn’t have, and He died for us.  This is the sacrifice of a God who isn’t just infatuated with us, but who truly loves us.  So I ask you again …

.PPT 26 … FAITH LESSON
Who is your King?  Your career, your title, your goals, your reputation, or your money?  Our King is simply the person or the thing that we think about the most often, tend to the most carefully, and love the most deeply. 

v. 16 … So Pilate handed Jesus over to them to be crucified … And next Sunday we’ll look at the crucifixion of our precious Lord, Jesus Christ.

.PPT 27 … NEXT SUNDAY … JOHN 19:17-25 …

We’ll look at Old Testament prophecies about the crucifixion, and how Jesus Christ fulfilled them … at the Jewish teachings regarding “sacrifice” and how they were “fulfilled” in the death of Jesus Christ … and at what the cross tell us about God the Father, Jesus Christ, and about you and me as human beings who are in need of a Savior.
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